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According to a video interview Jim Butcher gave, he started writing the Codex Alera series on

something of a dare: someone challenged him to write an epic sword-and-horse fantasy based on

the two things the challenger found most annoying, those being "Pokemon and lost Roman legions".

One would think this would be an awkward combination, but in Jim's hands, it's something new and

original to bring to the genre. I love the modified Roman Empire milieu, and the concept of

"fury-crafting", of working with elemental beings which can shape the substance of things around

the crafter, fascinates me.That said, I also approached this series on something of a dare: a rather

strident teenaged fan of Jim's urban fantasy series, "The Dresden Files", came onto the forums on

Jim's website, blasting the Codex Alera series and practically ordering Jim to stop writing it and

focus his time and talent on more Dresden Files books. His reason: "Codex Alera sucks because it

isn't the Dresden Files". I'd only at the time scanned a few sample chapters of Furies of Calderon

and had found it a little hard to tune into (I'm a little leery of epic fantasy since, to me anyway, the

bar got set so high by greats like J.R.R. Tolkien and Robert E. Howard), but I decided to give it

another shot and see what the kerfuffle was all about.I'm glad I rose to the challange set by this

otherwise forum troll: In some ways, the book is a set-up for the series to come, but it is still a very

worthwhile read. The characters are life-like, complex, and very sympathetic -- even the

antagonists: the Marat might, at first glance, seem like mere barbarians who work closely with the



totem animals of their tribes, but as the story unfolds, we find they are a complex community of

individuals with their own psyches and ideas.
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